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The explicit teaching of Visualizing to Prep students will improve  

 

verbalizing and listening comprehension and demonstrate that the results can be replicated. 

 

 

Lesson Plans 

 
Each of these lessons have been designed so that any text can be used and they can 

be taught in a teaching sequence or isolated. The teaching sequence follows the 

following progression: Visualise using visual prompts, visualize from listening and 

visualize in order to retell.  

 

Lesson 1 – 30 minutes 

 
As reading begins with what we know we are going to use our GKR, ‘Getting 

Knowledge Ready’.  

 

Have a single balloon on display in the classroom. Balloon is already on display 

when students walk into the room.  

 

Complete a Language Experience Task. Students are to orally tell teacher all they 

know about balloons. At this point introduce the term ‘GKR’, today we are going 

to learn how to ‘Get our Knowledge Ready’. Link to students’ personal experiences 

with balloons, linking with what they already know 

will assist in the scaffolding of learning.  

 

Teacher is to record in sentences what each student’s oral responses are. Teacher 

models phrasing to develop student’s oral language skills. Teacher is to highlight 

the connection between talking, writing and then reading. We can write what we 

say and then read what we say.  

 

Students in an outline of a frame are to draw an image of themselves with a balloon 

‘My Ballloon’. Teacher is to record the student’s sentence to match their individual 

image. Texts are to be collected and to be bound or be used as a class text ‘My 

Balloon’.  

 

Students are encouraged to discuss what they learnt today. Teacher introduces ‘Our 

Learning Journey’ and records statements of what student’s learning’s have been. 

These statements can be recorded in a large display book that can be used for 

Shared Reading or on the Interactive Whiteboard.  
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Lesson 2 – 35 minutes 
 

Use the Big Book ‘Niki’s Walk’ by Jane Tanner. Have on display for students the 

double page of the birthday party in the park.  

 

Ask students to look at image and ask them what they can tell you about the image. 

Students are to articulate in phrases what they can see in the picture. Link to the 

concept of balloons and in this text what is the balloon helping the students to do.  

 

Introduce now the concept of ‘Visualisation’. What do we think is going to happen 

next? Inform students when we Visualise it is like watching the T.V in our heads.  

 

Students articulate all various possibilities of what could happen next in the text. 

Teacher at this point specifically highlights for students that ‘Visualising ideas help 

us to understand books better’.  

 

On an outline of a T.V students are to draw an image of what they think is going to 

happen next in the story.  Use Activity Sheet ‘The T.V in My Brain – What will 

happen next’. 

 

Teacher is to record on each image what the student believes is going to happen 

next in the text.  

 

Students are given an opportunity in a group circle to share their predictions about 

what will occur in the text.  

 

Teacher is to collect work samples to see progression of Visualisation skills.  

 

At completion of lesson teacher and students re-read their sentences from the 

previous day that were recorded in ‘Our Learning Journey’. A few sentences are 

recorded about what the students have learnt today. Pose the question ‘What did I 

do really well today’. Record student’s phrases about what they did well.  
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Lesson 3 – 35 minutes Lesson 4 – 35 minutes Lesson 5 – 35 minutes 
Introduce lesson by reading ‘Our 

Learning Journal’. 

 

Important Language to use; Visualise, 

GKR, TV’s in our Brains. 

 

Introduce the text front cover of ‘Niki’s 

Walk by Jane Tanner’. Students use their 

GKR by predicting what the text is going 

to be about. Students use the T.V’s in 

their brains to consider what is happening 

in the text, what happened before and 

what will happen next. Use activity 

storyboard sheet: Before, Now and After.  

 

Teacher models completing a story board 

for the students, with three sections, 

Before, Now and Next. Teacher is to 

model drawing an image of what may 

have happened before the front cover 

image. Then draws what is happening 

now, and uses input from students to 

draw what happens Next. Teacher writes 

text to match each of the images to 

display the information to demonstrate 

what ‘We Know in Images’, we can 

‘Know in Sentences’ and we can ‘Read 

the Text’. Teacher is to constantly 

highlight the connection between the 

spoken, written and read word.  

 

Students are to complete their own 

individual story boards, about what 

happened before, what is happening now 

and what will happen next. Teacher is to 

complete text for students.  

This text is to be kept and ascertain how 

students are progressing with 

Visualisation but also highlight how 

familiar they are with Before, Now and 

After. 

 

Teacher in a circle share time 

environment encourages students to share 

their work. 

 

‘Our Learning Journal’ is to be used 

again. This time students are to articulate 

‘What do I want to learn more about’.  

 

Teacher uses her storyboard from the previous 

day. Revise the concepts of before, now and 

after. Inform students that we are going to be 

using our GKR by thinking about the pictures 

in the text, using the T.V’s in our brain and 

telling each other what we think is happening 

or will happen. 
 

Ask students to recall what they believed 

would happen next. Inform students today we 

are going to Visualise what is going to happen 

in the story we have been learning about, 

Niki’s Walk.  

 

Teacher and students are to analyse each page 

together. Class is to visualize, compose and 

record text to match each of the images. 

Teacher is to model completing for the first 

page. Teacher uses the image and articulates 

how she is using the T.V in her brain to 

understand what is happening in the book. 

Teacher visualizes, composes and records text 

to match the image. The text is attached to the 

bottom of the image. 

 

This is repeated with students completing the 

visualizing, composing and phrasing. Teacher 

is to record students phrases and attach these 

to the text.  

Complete task until we reach the first focus 

image of the party in the park.  

 

Teacher and students are to re-read the text 

they have just composed. Teacher asks student 

to think about each image and the text and if 

they would change anything. Link here to 

being Critical Users of Literacy.  

 

Use ‘Our Learning Journals’ and today focus 

on tomorrow what we might try and do better 

next time. Re-read to students their progress 

of learning.  

 
 

Re-read class composed text to match the 

images of ‘Niki’s Walk. At the point 

where we stopped, predict what students 

are going to think will happen next.  

 

Students are to again be introduced to the 

image of the T.V. However this time 

teacher models verbalizing first what she 

believes is going to happen next. By 

verbalizing first it assists in sorting out 

students ideas and ascertaining if they 

have the language required for the task. 

 

Students complete their own Verbalising 

and Visualising Task by completing ‘My 

Brain T.V’ activity sheet. Students are to 

complete a free writing task whilst 

teacher roves the room to record their 

text.  

 

Teacher keeps all pieces of work and 

assesses if students drew and image that 

adequately matched their text. Use this 

activity to monitor their progress. 

 

Using ‘Our Learning Log’, record what 

have I learnt more about today.  
 
Lesson was not completed during 

Sequence of Teaching.  
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Lesson 6 – 35 minutes Lesson 7 – 35 minutes Lesson 8 – 35 minutes 
 Ask students to recall what they believed 

would happen next in the story. 

Re-read class composed text and inform 

students that today we are going to 

complete writing our text to match the 

images today.  

 

Teacher and students are to analyse each 

of the remaining pages together. Class is 

to visualize, compose and record text to 

match each of the images. Teacher is to 

model completing for the first page after 

the focus image. Teacher uses the image 

and articulates how she is using the T.V 

in her brain to understand what is 

happening in the book. Teacher 

visualizes, composes and records text to 

match the image. The text is attached to 

the bottom of the image. 

 

This is repeated with students completing 

the visualizing, composing and phrasing. 

Teacher is to record students phrases and 

attach these to the text.  

Complete task until we reach the first 

focus image of the party in the park.  

 

Teacher and students are to re-read the 

text they have just composed. Teacher 

asks student to think about each image 

and the text and if they would change 

anything. Link here to being Critical 

Users of Literacy.  

 

Use ‘Our Learning Journals’ and today 

focus on what I have learnt from the 

activity.  
 
 

Revise with students how we have spent last 

sessions visualizing using pictures. Inform 

them today that we are going to visualize 

today from listening. Students need to have 

made it explicit to them that they will need to 

listen carefully and very carefully use the 

T.V’s in their brains. Inform students of the 

title of the book and spend a brief time 

brainstorming what they believe will happen 

in the story. 

 

Model for students reading the first sentence 

of a text and visualizing what is seen. For our 

lesson we will use the text, ‘The Hedgehogs 

Balloon’. Read the sentence aloud to 

student’s, however students are not shown the 

image, “Percy the park keeper looked up from 

his work and gazed in wonder”. Re-read the 

sentence and ask students to visualize what 

they see. Students orally inform teacher of 

what they see. Teacher records the phrases 

stated by the students and places a small 

image next to each phrase. Focus on 

discussing synonyms here and the meaning of 

words eg gazed and wonder.  

 

Teacher reads the next sentence, “Two red 

ones…a blue one…there’s a yellow one…and 

another blue one…” Teacher models drawing 

on a storyboard what they visualize is 

happening in the story. Ask students to inform 

teacher of what she should draw. Teacher can 

ascertain at this point if the student’s have 

remembered and made a connection to the 

title of the book. This completes page 1 of the 

text.  

 

Students are given a storyboard with a 

sequence of five events. This completes page 

2 of the text. Teacher reads each sentence to 

students and they are to draw what they see in 

the T.V’s in their brains. The text has difficult 

words such as trowel. Once the sequence has 

been completed teacher revises each sentence 

and discusses with student’s what the sentence 

means. Go through all sentences and ask 

students to share their images. 

 

Using ‘Our Learning Journey’ students inform 

teacher of what they have learnt today.  
 

 

 

 

Revise what we learnt yesterday. Good 

point in lesson sequence now to ask 

student’s how they think they are 

learning. If they feel more confident with 

visualizing now. 

 

Inform students that today we are going 

to practice what we learnt yesterday. This 

time they are going to have a sequence of 

seven events. Read through each sentence 

on page 3 and have students visualize and 

draw what they think is happening after 

each sentence.. After the three sentences 

on page 3 stop and discuss with students 

what they have drawn. Continue with first 

paragraph on page 4. Stop at end of end 

of paragraph and have students share 

what they have drawn.  

 

Ask student’s to sit in a circle with their 

storyboards. Ask students to share with 

each other their images and using their 

images get them to retell the story. From 

this activity teacher can gauge if students 

are able to make accurately visualize a 

text.  

 

Use ‘Our Learning Journal’ and ask 

students to explain how they use the 

T.V’s in their brains. Record student 

responses. 
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Lesson 6 – 35 minutes Lesson 7 – 35 minutes Lesson 8 – 35 minutes 
 Ask students to recall what they believed 

would happen next in the story. 

Re-read class composed text and inform 

students that today we are going to 

complete writing our text to match the 

images today.  

 

Teacher and students are to analyse each 

of the remaining pages together. Class is 

to visualize, compose and record text to 

match each of the images. Teacher is to 

model completing for the first page after 

the focus image. Teacher uses the image 

and articulates how she is using the T.V 

in her brain to understand what is 

happening in the book. Teacher 

visualizes, composes and records text to 

match the image. The text is attached to 

the bottom of the image. 

 

This is repeated with students completing 

the visualizing, composing and phrasing. 

Teacher is to record students phrases and 

attach these to the text.  

Complete task until we reach the first 

focus image of the party in the park.  

 

Teacher and students are to re-read the 

text they have just composed. Teacher 

asks student to think about each image 

and the text and if they would change 

anything. Link here to being Critical 

Users of Literacy.  

 

Use ‘Our Learning Journals’ and today 

focus on what I have learnt from the 

activity.  
 
 

Revise with students how we have spent last 

sessions visualizing using pictures. Inform 

them today that we are going to visualize 

today from listening. Students need to have 

made it explicit to them that they will need to 

listen carefully and very carefully use the 

T.V’s in their brains. Inform students of the 

title of the book and spend a brief time 

brainstorming what they believe will happen 

in the story. 

 

Model for students reading the first sentence 

of a text and visualizing what is seen. For our 

lesson we will use the text, ‘The Hedgehogs 

Balloon’. Read the sentence aloud to 

student’s, however students are not shown the 

image, “Percy the park keeper looked up from 

his work and gazed in wonder”. Re-read the 

sentence and ask students to visualize what 

they see. Students orally inform teacher of 

what they see. Teacher records the phrases 

stated by the students and places a small 

image next to each phrase. Focus on 

discussing synonyms here and the meaning of 

words eg gazed and wonder.  

 

Teacher reads the next sentence, “Two red 

ones…a blue one…there’s a yellow one…and 

another blue one…” Teacher models drawing 

on a storyboard what they visualize is 

happening in the story. Ask students to inform 

teacher of what she should draw. Teacher can 

ascertain at this point if the student’s have 

remembered and made a connection to the 

title of the book. This completes page 1 of the 

text.  

 

Students are given a storyboard with a 

sequence of five events. This completes page 

2 of the text. Teacher reads each sentence to 

students and they are to draw what they see in 

the T.V’s in their brains. The text has difficult 

words such as trowel. Once the sequence has 

been completed teacher revises each sentence 

and discusses with student’s what the sentence 

means. Go through all sentences and ask 

students to share their images. 

 

Using ‘Our Learning Journey’ students inform 

students of what they have learnt today.  
 
 

 

Revise what we learnt yesterday. Good 

point in lesson sequence now to ask 

student’s how they think they are 

learning. If they feel more confident with 

visualizing now. 

 

Inform students that today we are going 

to practice what we learnt yesterday. This 

time they are going to have a sequence of 

seven events. Read through each sentence 

on page 3 and have students visualize and 

draw what they think is happening after 

each sentence. Use ‘Storyboard’ sheet 

with seven events. After the three 

sentences on page 3 stop and discuss with 

students what they have drawn. Continue 

with first paragraph on page 4. Stop at 

end of end of paragraph and have students 

share what they have drawn.  

 

Ask student’s to sit in a circle with their 

storyboards. Ask students to share with 

each other their images and using their 

images get them to retell the story. From 

this activity teacher can gauge if students 

are able to make accurately visualize a 

text.  

 

Use ‘Our Learning Journal’ and ask 

students to explain how they use the 

T.V’s in their brains. Record student 

responses. 
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Lesson 9 – 35 minutes Lesson 10 – 35 minutes Lesson 11 – 35 minutes 
 Revise with students what we have done 

in previous lessons. We have talked about 

what is happening in a story, we have 

written sentences to match the story, we 

have listened to a story and drawn 

pictures to match the sentences. Today we 

are going to listen to sentences, visualize 

what is happening in the T.V’s in our 

heads and then tell the story in our own 

words.  
 

Begin with familiar text the first 

paragraph of page 4 which students drew 

images for yesterday. Read each sentence 

to students, ask them to visualize and then 

tell you in their own words what they 

visualized in the T.V’s in their brains. 

Teacher is to record each of the sentence 

retell to students.  

 

Continue with page 5 and read each 

sentence and have students retell in their 

own words after visualising. Any words 

students have difficulty with have a word 

exploring discussion and reach and 

discuss what they believe the word 

means. Re-read to student’s the sentences 

they have retold. Ask students if they are 

happy with their story and if it makes 

sense. 

 

Using ‘Our Learning Journal’ ask 

students to tell you what learning about 

Visualising has helped them with.   
 

 
 

Tell students that we have learnt lot’s about 

visualizing and using the T.V’s in our brains. 

Re-read yesterday’s statements from the 

Learning Journal about what visualizing has 

helped them to learn better. 

 

Reiterate in this lesson that by visualizing it 

helps us to understand what is happening in 

stories better because it helps our brain to 

remember and think about the story. 

 

Inform students that today we are going to 

practice all the things we have learnt about. 

We are going to use the T.V’s in our brains 

and visualize what is happening in the story, 

we are going to write what we think is 

happening in the story, listen to the story, 

draw what we see and retell what we saw in 

the T.V’s in our brains.  

 

Show students the image on page 6. Ask them 

to visualize what they think is happening on 

the page. Tell them to use the T.V’s in their 

brains and think about what happened on the 

pages before. Students orally inform teacher 

of what they visualize happening and teacher 

records student’s responses. 

 

Read  the four short sentences on the page to 

students. The text does not match the 

illustration Students draw on ‘The T.V in my 

Brain’ activity sheet what they visualize is 

happening after listening to the text.  

 

Students whilst completing their images or 

colouring in are individually called out and 

asked to orally retell what they visualized was 

happening in the text. 

 

After each student is seen collect their work to 

ascertain how well they are able to visualize at 

each of the stages.  

 

Using ‘Our Learning Journey’ discuss why it 

is important to visualize, listen, think and 

retell.  

 

 
 

Repeat above activity for 

page 7 
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Lesson 12 – 35 minutes Lessons with Matching 

Activities 

 

 Assessment of student’s progression.  

 

Ask student’s to visualize what they 

believe is going to happen in the 

remainder of the story. Teacher shows the 

student’s the image on page 8. Student’s 

individually tell teacher what they think 

will happen in the rest of the story. Whilst 

teacher roves around to each child 

recording their predictions on the 

assessment sheet student’s illustrate what 

they visualize in their brain T.V’s what 

they think will happen.  

 

Teacher is to assess if student’s image 

matches their predicted text.  

 

Teacher then reads page 8 of the story to 

students. Students again are sent back to 

their tables where individually they retell 

the text to teacher and she records it. 

Students are to draw another image to 

predict what they believe will happen 

next. 

 

As this task is time consuming it is best to 

record text from student’s whose results 

are being analysed first. It would be best 

to have an assistant or parent helper in the 

room to help you record more quickly 

student’s retells.  

 

Once student’s have visualized the 

remainder of the story and drawn an 

image to represent what they are 

visualizing, had their prediction recorded, 

have listened to the text on page 8 and 

orally retold the text from their 

visualizations the student’s work is 

collected. This piece of work is to be used 

as the main assessment piece.  

 

Use ‘Our Learning Journey’ and re-read 

all statements to student’s. Student’s 

inform teacher why they think they are 

better at understanding books better now.  

 

Re-read remainder of text to student’s.  
 

Lesson 1 – My Balloon 

 

Lesson 2 – The T.V in My Brain – 

What will happen next. 

 

Lesson 3 – Storyboard Sheet: 

Before, Now, After 

 

Lesson 4 – Niki’s Walk 

 

Lesson 5 – My Brain T.V 

 

Lesson 6 – Niki’s Walk 

 

Lesson 7 – Storyboard 5 events, 1
st
 – 

First, 2
nd

 – Second etc. 

 

Lesson 8 – Storyboard 7 events, 1
st
 – 

First, 2
nd

 – Second etc. 

 

Lesson 9 – Interactive Whiteboard 

or butcher paper. 

 

Lesson 10 – The T.V in my Brain. 

 

Lesson 11 – The T.V in my Brain. 

 

Lesson 12 – Assessment. My 

Prediction, My Visualisation 

Picture, My Retell. 
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Lesson 1 – Front Cover of Class Book. 

My Balloon 
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Lesson 1  

 

My Balloon 
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Lesson 2 

 
The T.V in my Brain 
What will happen 

next. 

 
 
Place Activity landscape on A3.  
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Lesson 3 

 

Before Now After 
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Lesson 5 

Print on A3. 

 

My Brain T.V 
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Lesson 7 

Make Landscape 

Can be completed either on A4 or A3. 

 

1
st
-

Firs
t 

2
nd
-

Secon
d 

3rd-
Thir
d 

4th-
Fourt
h 

5th-
Fift
h 
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Lesson 8 

Make Landscape 

Can be completed either on A4 or A3. 

 

1
st
 - 

First 
2nd - 
Second 

3rd - 
Third 

4th - 
Fourth 

5th - 
Fifth 

6th - 
Sixth 

7th - 
Seventh 
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Lesson 10 and 11 

Make Landscape 

Can be completed either on A4 or A3. 

 

 

The T.V in my Brain 
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Lesson 12 

Complete on Landscape in A3 

Assessment 

 

My Brain T.V 
My Prediction  

 
 
 

 
 

My Visualisation Picture  
 
 
 
 
 

 

My Retell 
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OUR LEARNING JOURNEY 
I learnt about GKR - Getting 
Knowledge Ready. 
I learnt about using the T.V in my 
brain. 
I am learning to read in my brain. 
I learnt how to work with my 
brain. 
Visualising helps me to understand 
books better. 
I can read words, I can say words, 
I can write words, I can visualise 
words. 
If I use the T.V in my brain it 
helps me to understand what is 
happening in the story. 
I can think that I am watching a 
T.V in my brain. 
I can think about the words and 
what they look like. 
When I am reading at home I can 
use my T.V in my brain to help 
visualise the story.  
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Try to visualise more when I am 
listening. 
Know that when I visualise I am 
then going to write it.  
Listen more carefully to the story 
so I can learn more.  
I learnt about making pictures in 
my brain. 
I learnt how to use my brain to 
see what is happening. 
When I close my eyes I dream about 
what is happening in the story. 
When I visualise I know that I 
know how to read. 
I learnt how to read books better. 
 
 

 

 
 


